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A Letter from Mr. Thomas Machel of Kirkbythore 
in Weltmorland to Sr. W. D. March 2 5, 1 684. 
concerning fame Antiquities found there. 

YOur love to Antiquity, and my Obligations to you are 
fuch, that I cannot omit to give you an Account of a 
ftrange Well, difcovercd here about a week fincc by the foot of 
an Horfe 9 which Humbled upon it j and therefore may be cal- 
led the Fountain Hypccrene. 

'Tisin the Street of Kirkbythore by the Bridge-end, on the 
North fide of the River Trout- P>eeck, the Antlcnt Boundary 
'twixt the Lordfhipof Crack^ntborp (my Brothers Eltate) and 
this of Kirkbythore , and is about ten yards diftant from it, 
in the common Road ; and as many yards diltant from the 
great Rowan Caufiy, which leads to Car Uh, and goes betwixt it, 
and a place called the F>urwcns 9 being part of the Ruines of 
IVhc/p-Caffk, on the Halt fide of it : And 'tis very ftrange that 
a Well fhould be digged fo near to the River , nnlcfs perhaps 
the CaHU-walls have gone betwixt them, and the way run 

through it ; as at Maidtn-Caftle, on the top of Stammore. 

It hath been covered with a Plank of wood about nine inch- 
es thick, in the fafhion of a Pot lid : but decayed and macerated 
to the colour and confiftancc of a Peat or lurje ; inlbmuch, 
that I could hardljt. conjecture what wood it was made of; but 
I fuppofe Oake. And above this was gravel and pavement about 
a yard thick, which (being tendered by the late great Frost and 
fweiling of the Spring) eafily gave way to the Horfes foot. 

Inllcad of Walls, were two large wooden VefjeU, one upon a- 

nothcr,likc Hotheads, or Wine-pipe 9 with Bung-holes in them, a- 

bout three inches Diameter : and the plowings for the heads 
were fair to be fecn- They were made of twr (whencefoe- 
ver they came ) above an inch thick ; each of them in 
depth, by a Perpendicular, 6 foot at the lcaft , at the Heads, in 
circumference no lefs then 8 foot, being in Diameter 2 foot 
and 8 inches : and in the middle "» o foot and 4 inches, being 
in Diameter no lefs then 3 foot s inches and \. The wood was 
found, but withal very fpongy by reafon of the water. 

At the bottom about y yards deep, were 4 Planks of wood 
laid quadranguUr wife, fupportcd with a (tone at every Cor- 
ner , to bear up the Vabric , and let in water through the 
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gravel and fand, which lay loofe in the bottom about a yard 
deeper,as was tryedby a Sf>it,and thefe alio found (though the 
Cover was rotten] became not fo much expofed to the Air. 
The men that fecarched it, having my permiffion, (for it 
lieson my fideof the high way) flattered themfelvcs with great 
hopes of ibme Jreafure, when they faw the appearance of a 
Hothead fct on end : and their expectation was therefore the 
ftrongcr, becaufe they could not poflibly imagine that a Well 
fhould be placed in an open Street, in a fublick high way, and fo 
near to the River : but they only found Fabritian Plan • old 

carthen-Ve/Sels, with pieces of Urncy, OllC piece of a drinking Glaff, 

and fevcral Sandals, which may ferve to befpeak the Antiqui- 
ty of it, for fure 'tis long lince any Sandals were worn in this 

Country . 

The earthem-Vejfels were of very fine Metal C if I may fo 
call it) of a Brick^HK* colour,and infeveral Forms-, But the molt 
(and molt remarkable) were,like a Bafon or P#/-CV\the Bowl, 

Jemigkbular ; the foot, a Ring : lome Were in Diameter about 8 

inches, and m depth on the infide,more then 3 \, fome more, 
fome lefs, as appeared by the Fragments which came to my 
hand- They we re (for the molt part) very finely imbofled, 
but three more efpeciaily, ™&. 1 • One with a fine brazch, ha- 
ving a Figure in every turning, and in thefirft place a naked 
Man itancling alone upon his left foot, the other leg crofs, 
and holding his left hand down towards his back, his right 
towards his belly, with a branch of Laurel oi 3 fprigs in it, 
one of which turns up to his face-wards over the crooke or 
bending of h*s Arm ; 'and at his feet is a Branch of Lawrel and 
a Blojjbm or Flower : In the next is a Vine-leaf % BloJJbms at the 
bottom i and at the top ^ Peacocks regardant : In the next is 
Vitlory (as I take it) viz*, an Angel or Gmim holding in its right 
hand (the Arm ftretched out, and the face looking towards 
the Man) a Garland q{ Lawrel-, in the left, a Sfrig of the fame; 
and two fprigs likewife are at the foot with Flowers or BloJJbms, 
and one Flower in the middle betwixt the Garland and one of 
thofe Sprigs. In the next is a Vine- leaf the fame as before, 
in the next \s Victory, and foby turns, till it. ends with a Vine- 

leaf next the Man. And Upon it are alfo fome Goth like Chara- 
cters of the leffer fort, but dim and obfeure. Another of 
thefe Pets is adorned with circles and Semicircles 3 in one of 
thefe Circles is the Figure of a Man, litting on a Plinth or fquare 
itone i in all the reit are fluttering Genu. In fome of the 
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Semicircles arc Lions and Coats for fotlie fuch like Creatures) here 

one, there another; all fingle and current: and near the 
bottom, are Stags in Oniric and Cray /wW^purfuing, with an 
lnfa-iptivn (in aCoth like Character of the greater fort) which 
fee Fig. 4. This maybe /W/»/. An Inicription with the like 
Characters, is to be Teen at Rurrowbngg and publifht by Dr. 
L/fhr. And they have been careful in preserving thefe ; for 
this and fome other, having been broke, are crammed (or 
rather foldcred) with lead- 

2. The third fort, is yet far more beautiful then any of the 
reft, being adorned with Gray -hounds very well moulded, and 
in full purfuite of Stags and Hmds y and the Wild Roar-, upon 
which I di fcovered the flame Inferior hn, as in the other. And 
tho I am not Jo vain, as to fay this relates to our Coats of Arms, 
yet having fo near an Aflimiy with it, botli in Crealt and 
Charge; ( a. the Stags head, b. 7,. Cray founds current, c. liheip 
CasiU) and being found at the place which we came from fas 
is faid and believed) I cannot but take ibme notice of it ; 
and have lent you a piece to look upon, which will (without 
doubt] give you more latisfadtion both for the matter and 
colour of it, then any Dejcrqmon in writing can do. But I de- 
lire you to return it again. 

There were feveral other broken Tnftriptions; and one above 
the re It upon the bottom of a plane Dtfl) or Platter (on the infide 
of it) writ in this manner, rig. ?. But whether it Itands for 
f/ejpatian Jmpcrator or Domitianmpv neither of themj cannot tell. 
As to the Clafl, there was but a very fmall fragmtnt of it, 
I can fcarceguefs the Figure, but I think it a flute Clafl made 
like a 'funnel or Spire invcrfed. But this is remarkable, that 
it hath been as thick as a Rarly Corn, 

The Ums were of a leaden colour inclining to black ; one 
had been large, 2 inches thick m the frde of the Pot, but how 
big I know not, for there was a fherd only brought to me hke 
half of a Shield: 1 have now the top alio, being in Fjiameter 
from outfidc to outlide 7 inches, of which the Mollis 2 inches 
and the Mouth 3 inches. The Neck yetitreighter, and only 
thick there, one th >d of an inch. The Figure of which you 
have. And many fuch are found at this 7'ovw, fome of which 
have Ears or Handles as thick as my Arm-wriit, and their Heads 
and Mouth much of this bignefs, but thicker and (tronger, 
fuch as that l ; ig. 6. into which I could not thrult in my hand. 
But the other was almoit intire and whole, tho a very frnall 
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<>nc ; in depth of height 8 £ inches, the Diameter of it 6\ inches 

which iS ill Circumference i <,? wide i ill the Mouth almoft 3I; 

in the Neck fomewhat more then 2! •> by the Diameter : 
the bottom well nigh as big as the top, excepting the Ring; 
and the Body in thicknefs the fifth part of an inch : but thick^ 
cr fomewhat at the top and the botrom. 

But the >andals were molt admired by me, becaufe I never 
faw any before. There were fomc for Men n ibme for Women, 
and iome for Children ; all ihap'd by their feet, fpreading more 
to the outfidc then to the infide : and fome were very large 
and ibme very crooked as this in the Cut. The leather was 
frefh,of which they were made, but very tender when it came 
to be fpread upon a Laftl Each confilted of three principal 
parts ; an upper leather (or rathe heel piece with 2 Tabs on 
each fide) an inner Soal, long ni inches, broad 3J a ; of 3 or 4 
Soals ftitched together with leathern thongs, and an outer 
Soal b of 2, ftuckfull of Nails with little round heads (fo de- 
cayed and rotten that I could fcarce difcern them to be inn) 
plated on the infide : And to the upper leather ( 3 fold in 
the heelpiece c ) is fixed betwixt them and lowed with lea 
thcr, or rather tacked, which the Iron Nails do help to de- 
fend. Yet I think fomc PVomem (of the better fort) had no 
Nails at all d . And of thefe there is one well worth the o£- 
fervation , of Spamfh-hke leather and curious workmanfhip, 
being exactly ftitchd down round about the fore piece long 
23 inches with a pretty Label ♦ of the lame piece, hanging 
from it, for fafhion fake furely ; fince 'tis too f lender to be of 
any ufc. As fmall in the fixing as the 1 f h. part of an inch. 
The Tongue at the end broad half an inch, long one inch, 
betwixt the two flourifhes, which is the length of the 
fmall firing, 8>partsin 10 of an inch, the two flourifhes take 
up the relt 3 . The Figure of which you may fee. c 

When I firftdiicovcrcd **<?»*, I thought pcradventure, that 
the people here, in former times might have worn fuch 

Shoes, as they do in Ireland , and the Highlands of Scotland, 

which they call Hroagues : and that thefe might be fuch y but 
having the opportunity of difcourfing an Highlander that tra- 
velled by, while we were digging : and another Gentleman the 
very next day, who had travelled thofc Countries ; I was fully 
fatisfied that they were not Broagues , for thofe (they fay) have 
but one lingle Soal, and thefe have fix, And 16 1 leave them 
and the whole matter to your Confideration, &c. 
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